Allogeneic bone marrow transplantation for patients with hematologic malignancies.
Allogeneic marrow transplantation is an effective modality for the treatment of patients with hematologic malignancies. Limitations of success are donor availability, posttransplant relapses, and transplant-related morbidity and mortality. Progress is being made in improving the results of partially HLA matched family member donor transplants and in the use of HLA matched unrelated donors. Increases in dose intensity of pretransplant regimens are limited by toxicity and in order to be effective methods need to be developed to ameliorate side effects. The use of anti-inflammatory agents and recombinant growth factors show promise in decreasing transplant-related deaths.